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This document is a South African Specific Instruction Guideline for 
completing the Application for the Flagship Fulbright Foreign Student 

Program 2018-2019 
 

 
FULBRIGHT FOREIGN STUDENT PROGRAM 2018-2019 

Deadline for receipt of a completed application is: 
Monday, April 17, 2017 

Applications that do not comply with this deadline and instructions will be 
deemed ineligible 

 
 
Please read all instructions carefully before commencing the Application. 
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1. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Applicants should ensure that they meet the following minimum eligibility criteria before 
applying: 

• Be a South African citizen or eligible for South African citizenship. 
• Have one of the following academic degrees: a 4-year B Tech degree, or a 3-year 

Bachelor’s degree plus the Honors degree, when applying for the Fulbright Master’s 
Scholarship Program 

• Have a Master’s degree when applying for the Fulbright Doctoral Scholarship 
Program 

• Non-degree studies:  Applicants must be registered for a PhD at a registered South 
African university  

• Academic Excellence 
• Meet required GRE and TOEFL exam criteria for your specific field of study, test 

scores must be submitted after first round selections, and before final nomination by 
the U.S. Mission to the Fulbright Program 

• Study objectives must be clearly written and outline the following: 
a. Program of study or research you intend to complete in the U.S. 
b. Institutions in the U.S. to which you are applying or intend to conduct research. 
c. Reason the academic objective should be achieved in the U.S. 
d. How study in the U.S. will enhance your knowledge, skills and understanding in 

your field of study and future career goals 
• Demonstrate leadership qualities  
• Experience and interest in extracurricular activities 
• Strong sense of social responsibility 
• Demonstrated cross-cultural sensitivity and flexibility needed to adjust successfully 

to life in the U.S. 
• Preference is given to those without recent and extensive experience in the U.S. and 

to those who have not held a Fulbright Scholarship 
• Desire to further the Fulbright Program alumni activities by giving back to your 

community upon returning 
• Students already in the United States are ineligible  

 
2. SELECTION PROCESS 

 
OVERVIEW 
After the initial review of applications by the Fulbright Selection Committee, potential 
candidates will participate in a screening process before a final cohort is nominated.   A 
nomination by the Fulbright Selection Committee in South Africa does not guarantee 
placement. Final placement at a U.S. institution of higher learning depends largely on the 
quality and strength of the application submitted by the individual.  
 
Due to the large number of applications received, only short-listed candidates will be 
emailed their final status on the Fulbright Foreign Student Program.   
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Interviews:  All students must download the “Interview Location Page” at the end of this 
document and choose their preferred location. This page must then be uploaded to 
your Embark Application on page 15.  Your application is incomplete without this 
page and will not be considered. 

 
• ROUND ONE, APRIL:  Pre-screening of applications country-wide by Fulbright 

review panels. 
• ROUND TWO, EARLY MAY:  Short-listed candidates are invited to interview.  

Invitations will be sent out via email. 
• ROUND THREE, LATE MAY:  After initial interview potential candidates will be 

invited to continue in the selection process by participating in a Fulbright Flagship 
work shop (attendance is compulsory).  Invitees will work with the Fulbright Office 
to strengthen their application and prepare for the GRE and TOEFL exams.   

• ROUND FOUR, JUNE:  Invitees write pre-screening exams GRE and TOEFL as a 
final step to secure a place on the Fulbright Foreign Student Program 2018-2019. 

• ROUND FIVE, JULY:  Announcement of final nominees for the Fulbright Flagship 
Student Program 2018-2019. 

• OCTOBER 1:  Names and applications of final Fulbright Foreign Student Cohort 
2018-2019 submitted to IIE and the U.S. Department of State and the J. William 
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board (FFSB).  Final approval of all grantees is made 
by the FFSB in late April. 

• JULY (+1 year):  Fulbright Student Finalist Nominees invited to a pre-departure 
orientation program before leaving for the United States. 

• AUGUST(+1 year):  Fulbright Foreign Students depart for the United States. 
 

3. GRANT DURATION and BENEFITS 
Awards are granted as follows: 

• Two years of funding towards one degree – Master’s or Doctoral (eligible 
grantees may apply for one renewal grant).  Renewals are subject to satisfactory 
academic performance and availability of funds.  For Doctoral degrees, at least 2-
3 years of studying are required beyond the initial two years.  Doctoral candidates 
need to secure their own personal or other funding to continue studying in the 
United States. 

• Participation in an academic year (9-10 months) non-degree visiting research 
program (grants are not renewable). 

• Grantees on any of the Fulbright Flagship Programs will be subject to the two-
year home country residence after completion of their program of study. 

• Fully funded awards generally cover the following, but can vary according to 
each grantee’s program: 
a. Travel allowance and transportation from the grantee’s home to the authorized 

U.S. destination 
b. Health benefits 
c. Settling in allowance upon arrival in the U.S. 
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d. Monthly maintenance allowance 
e. Tuition and fees 
f. Book and computer allowance 
g. J-1 visa sponsorship 
h. Return travel and transportation from the U.S. to the grantee’s home 

 
 

4. REGISTRATION PROCESS 
 

• All Fulbright Foreign Student Applications must be completed online: 
https://apply.embark.com/student/fulbright/international/20/  

• If you applied for a Fulbright Scholarship the previous year, and want to re-apply, 
you will need to create a new account with a new email address. 

• You will be asked to create an online account:  a username and password.  The 
username is your email address.  An email will be sent to you confirming your 
User ID and Password.  Keep this information in a safe place.  You can log in and 
out of the application form as frequently as you like. You should also bookmark 
the URL for the embark application site for future reference. 

 
 

5. COMPLETING THE APPLICATION 
You do not need to complete the application at one sitting.  You can re-enter at any time 
and edit your application, before submission.  However, once you submit your 
application, you can NO longer change it.   All forms in this application must be 
completed in English.  Items must be answered completely.   

 
• You can save and retrieve your application at any time 
• Once logged in, you have only 40 minutes of inactivity before you will be 

automatically logged out of the system.  We therefore, recommend that you save 
frequently and prepare longer answers in a Word Document from which you can 
cut and paste when filling out the form 

• No changes can be made once you submit your application 
• All forms in the application must be completed in English 
• Items must be answered completely and carefully 
• Avoid using all capital letters when answering items, e.g. name, address, etc. Use 

upper and lower case when appropriate,(e.g. John Smith) when appropriate 
• You can copy and paste all information into the text boxes 
• In the text boxes, you must limit your responses to the space provided.  

Information that exceeds the space provided will not display and will not print.  If 
your text exceeds the size of the box, edit it 

• You can review each page of the application in its PDF format by clicking on the 
Preview button on the upper right-hand corner.  Closing out of the PDF view will 
bring you back to your application. 

https://apply.embark.com/student/fulbright/international/20/
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• Essays can be composed online. You cannot customize the formatting of your 
essay when composing online. Be reminded of the 40 minute timeout.  On pages 
4-6, text that exceeds the space provided will display and print. 

• You can upload text from another document.  This is the only option where you 
can use special formatting (e.g. bold, underline, headers, etc.).  While you cannot 
edit an uploaded document on-line, you can delete your upload, make corrections 
off-line and re-upload. 

 
 

6. GUIDELINES FOR COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FORM 
 

Choose the country for which you are applying:  SOUTH AFRICA 
Correctly identify the Program to which you are applying:  FULBRIGHT 
FOREIGN STUDENT PROGRAM 2018-2019 

 
Page 1  

• Enter your name exactly as it appears on your passport. 
• Item 11:  Application Cycle 2018-2019 
• Degree Objective:  Masters, Doctorate or Non-Degree 
• Item 12:  Select the field of study most appropriate to your study objective.  Indicate your 

specialization underneath.  Then in the text box, briefly elaborate on the exact nature of 
your objective.  

Page 2  
• Item 14:  Educational Institutions Attended:  List all post-secondary institutions attended 

in reverse order (putting the most recently attended first), including those from which you 
did not get a degree.  Also include your high school. 

Page 4 
• Study/Research Objective:  Is an extremely important part of your application.  See the 

guidelines on how to write a study/research proposal on the Fulbright Flagship Program 
website:  https://za.usembassy.gov/education-culture/educational-exchanges/fulbright-
flagship-programs/#collapse1  

Page 5 
• Personal Statement:  Is a narrative statement describing how you have achieved your 

current goals.  It is an opportunity to ‘interview on paper.’ What you do not tell us about 
yourself, we will never know.  See the guidelines on how to write a personal statement on 
the Fulbright Flagship Program website:  https://za.usembassy.gov/education-
culture/educational-exchanges/fulbright-flagship-programs/#collapse1 

Page 7 
• University Transcripts:  Scan copies of your unofficial transcripts (grades plus a copy of 

your final certificate) and upload them into the application.  Only university transcripts 
are required.  Once nominated as a finalist, you will then need to submit official 
transcripts to the Fulbright Office, (e.g. unopened transcripts that have been sent directly 
by the university).  

https://za.usembassy.gov/education-culture/educational-exchanges/fulbright-flagship-programs/#collapse1
https://za.usembassy.gov/education-culture/educational-exchanges/fulbright-flagship-programs/#collapse1
https://za.usembassy.gov/education-culture/educational-exchanges/fulbright-flagship-programs/#collapse1
https://za.usembassy.gov/education-culture/educational-exchanges/fulbright-flagship-programs/#collapse1
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• Applicants must upload complete and certified academic documents covering the entire 
period of study at universities and other post-secondary institutions.  Documents must be 
accompanied by complete official English translations.   

• Transcripts should list the subjects you studied and the grades you received during each 
year of your enrollment.  Certified, official evidence of each post-secondary or university 
degree, diploma or certificate awarded should be scanned and uploaded along with your 
academic transcripts.  Again, official (unopened) copies of your transcripts will be 
requested if you are chosen as a candidate for the program.   

Page 9 
• References:  You must have three letters of reference (or recommendation) submitted on 

your behalf.  Letters of reference are extremely important.  All letters of reference should 
be written by teachers under whom you have studied or pursued research or by someone 
who has supervised you in work related to your proposed field of study.  Letters of 
reference should not be written by persons related to you – either by blood or marriage – 
or by personal friends.  At least one academic and one professional or work-related letter 
should be included among the letters.  Letters should be written in English; if they are 
not, provide an English translation.  Click on the ‘Recommendation’ button on the 
Home Page (online application) to register your recommenders.  Your 
recommenders can complete the form online and submit electronically. 
 
All letters of reference must be submitted online before the deadline of April 17, 
2017.  It is your responsibility to follow this up with your recommenders to ensure 
their recommendation has been submitted on your behalf.  Your application will be 
incomplete if they are not with your application by deadline, and deemed ineligible. 

Page 10 
• Item 42-44:  Personal Financial Information:  As the Fulbright grant may only cover a 

portion of expenses, you may need to provide funds from your own, or other sources. 
Complete this form as completely and accurately as possible based on information that 
you have at the time of application.  Should you have a major change in your financial 
resources while your grant is pending, you must inform the Fulbright Office in Pretoria.   

Page 11  
• Writing Sample:  Upload a writing sample that will be submitted with the rest of your 

application to the universities.  This is mainly for Doctoral candidates, as the vast 
majority of those programs require a writing sample, but some Master’s candidates would 
benefit as well.   

Page 12 
• Test scores:  You may upload a copy of any test score report (e.g. TOEFL, GRE ) that 

you have written in the last 2-5 years.  Applicants who make it through to the post 
interview workshop will be sponsored by the Fulbright Foreign Student Program to write 
these admission tests.   

 
Before you submit your application electronically, your application must be reviewed for 
completeness.  Go to the “Home” page and click on the “Application Inspector,” and it will 
review your application and prompt you to complete any missing data.   
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If you entered either question incorrectly, you must correct your answer(s) prior to submitting 
your application.  You can easily make corrections by clicking on the ‘Update my answers to 
preliminary questions’ link on the upper-right hand corner of the home page.   
 
Note:  After submitting your application, you can access it and the supplemental forms as a 
viewable PDF.  You will be able to print your application and supplemental forms.  However, 
you will not be able to alter or update your application. 
 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL FORMS  
 
Note:  The Signature form, Report on Proficiency in English form, Transcript Release 
form, and the Academic Record Information form are not required at this stage of the 
application process.  Please do not attach these forms to your online application.   
 
 
The Fulbright Program in South Africa is managed by:   

Embassy of the United States of America  
Fulbright Program  
Public Affairs Section  
Pretoria, South Africa  
 
E-mail:  Fulbright_Program_SAfrica@state.gov  
 
Website:  https://za.usembassy.gov/education-culture/educational-exchanges/fulbright-
flagship-programs/#collapse1  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://za.usembassy.gov/education-culture/educational-exchanges/fulbright-flagship-programs/#collapse1
https://za.usembassy.gov/education-culture/educational-exchanges/fulbright-flagship-programs/#collapse1
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APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

 

A completed application consists of: 

o Application Form 
 

o Study Research Objective 
 

o Personal Statement 
 

o Reference One 
 

o Reference Two 
 

o Reference Three 
 

o Reference Four (if Doctoral candidate in STEM field) 
 

o Passport Bio page 
 

o Transcript:  Grades 
 

o Transcript:  Certificate 
 

o Curriculum Vitae 
 

o Writing Sample 
 

o Interview location sheet 

 

Completed applications with all supplemental documents must be submitted 
through the Embark System by Tuesday, April 17, 2017 (before midnight).  
Incomplete applications will not be considered. 
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FULBRIGHT FOREIGN STUDENT APPLICATION 2018-2019 

 

INTERVIEW LOCATION PAGE 

 
WHERE WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE INTERVIEWED? 

You will be responsible for travel and other related expenses. 
 

 
☐Durban       ☐Port Elizabeth 
 

 

☐Cape Town      ☐Pretoria 

 

 
 

Name: ______________________________________________ 

 

Email: ______________________________________________ 

 

 


